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Date:-25/08/2011

Please Circulate To All Members
MEETING OF THE SUB-COMMITTEE ON CONSOLIDATION OF PENSIONERS’ ASSOCIATIONS

We reproduce here under the text of AIBOC’s Circular No.81 dt.24th August 2011 on the above subject for information of our members. 

With greetings,

Ashok Rindani

General Secretary

===========================================

CIRCULAR NO.81                                                  24.08.2011

TO ALL AFFILIATES/MEMBERS:


The second meeting of the Sub-Committee on consolidation of Pensioners’ Associations was convened at Kolkata on 17th August, 2011 with a view to hear the views of the members of the Committee; who could not be present in the previous meeting held at Bangalore on 11.07.2011. Com.K.D.Khera, Convener of the meeting gave a brief introduction as to the purpose of the meeting. 

2.
Com.K.S.Shetty, General Secretary of the AINBOF and also the former President of the Confederation submitted his views on the need for mobilization of the Pensioners to take up their cases effectively. He also emphasized the need for taking up the task of forming an organization at base level; with the ultimate aim of bringing all cadres under one broad umbrella, so that we could be able to take up their cases effectively.

3.
Com.S.Roy Choudhury, General Secretary of All India United Commercial Bank Officers’ Federation expressed the need for moving cautiously in the matter, so that the existing organizations in different banks are not disturbed in the process of our taking initiative to organize exclusive retiree officers’ organizations. He also informed the house that in his Bank, 

they have started an All India Federation of Retirees, which is a composite one, and hence a cautious move is necessary. He also opined that the serving organizations in the affiliates should be taken into confidence; before taking the support of the retired leaders in mobilization of membership under the banner of the Confederation.

4.
Com.A.K.Jana, former President of the Confederation was of the firm view that, the serving organizations have the responsibility of pursuing the problems of the retirees, and they are to be considered as part and parcel of the serving organizations. The serving organizations cannot ignore the duty to protect the interest of the retired members; who were in the organization throughout the career. Hence the serving organizations should also address the important issues such as:- Updation of Pension, Improvement in the Family Pension, Enhancement in the Dearness Allowance etc.

5.
Com.S.R.Sengupta, former General Secretary of the Confederation recalled his earlier efforts during 1996 to form an apex organization of the retirees, which could not materialize at that time. Since, then we have been advocating that the Confederation should go ahead with formation of a Retiree Officers Organisation. He appreciated the decision of the 9th General Council of the Confederation held at Bhubaneshwar, to go ahead with formation of retirees Confederation.  He also detailed the issues that need to be tackled immediately on priority basis. He suggested that the Confederation should launch the retirees’ forum through National Convention and thereafter it could be taken up at the State level.

6.
Com.Suprito Sarkar, General Secretary of the United Bank of India Officers’ Association was of the view that, there will be certain difficulties for the retiree officers to be part of the composite retiree union. Therefore, it is better that, the Confederation should take up the formation of Retiree Officers’ Organisations, due to the obvious rivalry existing in various banks. Hence, he suggested that the Confederation should take into consideration of all these aspects and also taking the views of all the affiliates, before finding modalities.

7.
Com. Nirmal Bari, President All India Allahabad Bank Officers’ Association represented that, they have retirees unions, which are of various types, led by former leaders of the different affiliates at the local level in the different parts of the country. He was of the view that any decision be such that it should not disturb the existing arrangements.

8.
Com. P.V.Sivasankara Pillai, General Secretary, ABOA expressed that, at present retired Officers’ Associations in Associate Banks are functioning along with other Banks retired Officers Associations. There is a need to consolidate these Organisations united under the banner of AIBOC.

9.
Com.Shantha Raju, former General Secretary of AIBOC, while reiterating his earlier deliberations, held at Bangalore was of the view that, the multiplicity of unions should be reduced, to enable to have a structured relationship at the IBA level.  A practical view will have to be taken by the Confederation and the issues that confront the retirees are such that all of them cannot be solved overnight.  There is a need to go ahead with the formation of the organization as the Confederation has the credible leadership, and its decision to consolidate the Pensioners’ Movement has already raised hopes all over the country.  

10.
Com.P.K.Sarkar, President of the Confederation while expressing happiness over the deliberations assured the house that, immediate steps shall be taken, to seek the formal clearance of the Executive Committee; certainly, the views of all the affiliates will also be thoroughly examined to avoid any confusion at a later stage.  

11.
Com.G.D.Nadaf,  General Secretary of the Confederation while summing up the entire deliberations; was of the view that, there has to be further discussions in the Executive Committee of the Confederation to arrive at a consensus as to the process of the formation of the All India Pensioners’ organization. He was also of the view that the ultimate aim should be to bring all the Pensioners’ organizations under one fraternal umbrella. However, while moving in this direction, it is necessary that, we should consider the views of our affiliates and also the resolution of General Council before taking the final decision, in this regard.

12.
Com.K.D.Khera, Convener of the Sub-Committee expressed his happiness over the deliberations. He concurred that, there were divergent views and hence we need to move carefully, while taking final decision on   the formation of the Pensioners’ Organization under the umbrella of the Confederation, without much loss of time to draw the future cores of action.  He assured the house that he would submit his report taking into account the views expressed by all the members both at Bangalore as well as at Kolkata, at the earliest to enable the Executive Committee to take a final view in the matter.

13.
Com.Ashish Sen, President of All India Punjab National Bank Officers’ Association thanked the participants for their attendance in the meeting and lively deliberations in regard to the consolidation of the Pensioners’ Movement under the banner of the Confederation.

14.
Comrades, the Sub-Committee sittings have now been concluded.  Com.K.D.Khera, Convener of the Committee will be finalizing his report and submit the same to the Confederation for future course of action. The report will be placed before the Working Committee/Executive Committee of the Confederation for finalising the modalities. We may officially launch the organisation during November 2011. We are confident that the Confederation will be able to play a dominant role in the consolidation of the retirees in the Banking Industry in the days to come with the able guidance of our senior leaders retired from the affiliates of the Confederation; with the co-operation and support of the serving organizations.

15.
All our affiliates/members are requested to await further developments in this regard.

With greetings,
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